MINERALS COUNCIL MEMBERS OUTLINE THEIR COVID-19 TESTING INITIATIVES
3 September 2020, Johannesburg – A number of Minerals Council members today
provided a briefing on their approach to COVID-19 testing and the mitigating impact it has
had on the incidence of the virus at their operations. These initiatives have also enhanced
the availability of testing in their surrounding communities.

Minerals Council senior executive: public affairs and transformation Tebello Chabana said
the industry realised early on that its testing approach was going to be risk-based and more
rigorous than many other industries.

“A very important driver of our approach was to ensure that companies were able to access
testing capacity where and when they needed it. To this end, the Minerals Council engaged
with a wide range of testing laboratories to establish capacity and ensure access to expanded
capacity.
“We are very confident that this approach has made a very substantial difference, not only in
ensuring greater testing capacity for mining employees but more broadly in South Africa,” he
said.

Mr Chabana, in introducing a selection of Minerals Council member companies, also spoke
of the importance of collaboration between mining companies, and between the companies
and others, in these circumstances.

Seriti Resources chief people officer Thabo Masike, whose company has established a joint
COVID-19 testing initiative with Exxaro because of the proximities of a number of their
respective operations, explained that Seriti was anxious that the company’s 5,500
employees should not lack testing facilities when the pandemic peaked.

That goal was achieved. Some 23% of Seriti employees have been tested at this point. In
addition, the company engaged with regional Department of Health offices so that the
company’s testing capacity could be used in high incidence areas near its Mpumalanga
operations.

Exxaro group manager: health and safety Dr Joseph Matjila outlined the two sets of testing
facilities his group has established, the one in Mpumalanga with Seriti, and the other a joint
venture with Eskom in Limpopo province.

Dr Matjila said the two testing facilities are capable of providing test results within 3 hours of
receiving the swabs to be tested. He believes this has had a major impact on reducing the
incidence of COVID-19 at Exxaro operations and surrounding communities, by enabling
rapid implementation of contact tracing whenever a positive case is diagnosed, and isolation
measures wherever required.
Gerrit Lotz, vice president: people and organisational effectiveness at Gold Fields’ South
Deep Mine said South Deep had resolved early on that all employees should be tested on
their return to work. These employees formed one of four categories of individuals tested as
part of their ongoing protocols, with the others being those at risk, such as essential service
workers; those selected through risk-based sampling; and persons under investigation due
to, for example, having self-declared symptoms.

In addition to enabling rapid contact tracing and isolation measures, he said South Deep had
used experts to analyse the test results and use the information for predicting which
employees were most likely at risk of infection and to provide intensive, targeted education.
It also enabled the mine to predict absenteeism trends and bring in replacement employees
timeously.

Glencore Alloys general manager Conroy Van Der Westhuizen explained how Glencore
Alloys had approached the testing imperative by partnering with the Groblersdal-based
Ndlovu health care group.

Glencore Alloys had funded the acquisition by Ndlovu of equipment capable of carrying out
600-800 tests a day for employees and communities. The equipment, much of which is
suited for managing other diseases, such as HIV, has been donated to Ndlovu which will
continue using it to carry out its public health work.
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The presentation and recording from today’s media briefing are available at
https://www.mineralscouncil.org.za/minerals-council-position-on-covid-19

For further information, please contact:

Charmane Russell
Tel: +27 (0)11 880 3924 or Mobile: +27 (0)82 372 5816
Email: charmane@rasc.co.za

Alan Fine
Tel: +27 (0)11 880 3924 or Mobile: +27 (0)83 250 0757
Email: mineralscouncil@rasc.co.za
Web: www.mineralscouncil.org.za
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