
 

 

MINERALS COUNCIL WELCOMES NEW TAILINGS STANDARD 

Calls on all members to adopt 

 

Johannesburg, 6 August 2020. The Minerals Council South Africa welcomes the publication 

yesterday of the new Global Industry Standard on Tailings Management. 

 

The development of the Standard was prompted by the Brumadinho Tailing Dam disaster in 

Brazil in January 2019. It was developed by the Global Tailings Review (GTR) which was 

convened soon thereafter jointly by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), Principles for 

Responsible Investment (PRI) and the International Council on Mining and Metals (ICMM). 

 

The Minerals Council and a number of its members are members of the ICMM, and engaged 

actively with the GTR during its consultations.  

 

Compliance with the Standard is to become mandatory for ICMM members. However, the 

Minerals Council further calls on all its members to study the Standard and to work towards 

ensuring that their tailings management systems are in line with those contained in the 

Standard. 

 

The Standard deals with and integrates social, environmental, local economic and technical 

considerations in tailings management. It unambiguously places accountability for tailings 

management at the most senior levels of company structures, and also sets terms for 

independent oversight. 

 

A copy of the new Standard can be found at: 

https://www.mineralscouncil.org.za/work/environment/environmental-resources/send/26-

environmental-resources/1196-global-industry-standard-on-tailings-management  

 

For further information, please contact: 

 

https://www.mineralscouncil.org.za/work/environment/environmental-resources/send/26-environmental-resources/1196-global-industry-standard-on-tailings-management
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Charmane Russell 

Tel: +27 (0)11 880 3924 or Mobile: +27 (0)82 372 5816 

Email: charmane@rasc.co.za  

 

Alan Fine  

Tel: +27 (0)11 880 3924 or Mobile: +27 (0)83 250 0757  

Email: mineralscouncil@rasc.co.za  

Web: www.mineralscouncil.org.za  
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