==
i

MINERALS COUNCIL
SOUTH AFRICA

MEDIA STATEMENT

MINERALS COUNCIL SADDENED AT NORTH WEST MINING ACCIDENT

Johannesburg, Sunday 8 December 2019 - The Minerals Council South Africa has
followed the tragic events at the Tau Lekoa gold mine in North West province this

weekend with sadness and concern.

Four workers died after being trapped in a rockfall associated with two seismic events at
the mine on Friday 6 December. Rescue workers — comprising employee volunteers
and specially trained teams deployed by Mines Rescue Service — succeeded in saving

the life of one worker, who was brought safely to surface on Friday afternoon.

Minerals Council CEO Roger Baxter said today: “Our thoughts and prayers are with the
loved ones of the workers who died and we wish the worker who was rescued a speedy

recovery.

"We pay tribute to all of those who pursued the rescue efforts around the clock since
Friday in difficult and hazardous conditions; to the unions and mine management for
spearheading the rescue effort; and to the many members of the public who have

expressed their concern and sympathy in this difficult time.”

Mr Baxter said: The industry is intent on eliminating workplace fatalities, in line with the

goal of the Minerals Council’'s Khumbul'ekhaya campaign launched earlier this year”.

Charmane Russell
Tel: +27 (0)11 880 3924 or Mobile: +27 (0)82 372 5816

Email: charmane@rasc.co.za

Alan Fine
Tel: +27 (0)11 880 3924 or Mobile: +27 (0)83 250 0757

Email: mineralscouncil@rasc.co.za

Web: www.mineralscouncil.org.za



mailto:charmane@rasc.co.za
mailto:mineralscouncil@rasc.co.za
http://www.mineralscouncil.org.za/

