
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MINERALS COUNCIL WELCOMES DECISIVE MOVE ON AMENDMENTS TO MPRDA  

Would avert a lengthy period of continuing uncertainty over the constitutionality of 

the Amendment Bill  

 

Johannesburg, 23 August 2018. The Minerals Council South Africa has considered the 

unexpected announcement in Parliament yesterday by Mineral Resources Minister Gwede 

Mantashe that he is to propose to cabinet the scrapping of the Bill drafted to amend the 

Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act (MPRDA). On balance, the Minister’s 

approach appears to be sensible given the underlying reasons for the current delays in 

finalising the Bill. 

 

Intensive and useful engagements involving the Minerals Council and others took place over 

a number of years with successive Ministers towards achieving consensus on a range of 

issues covered in the Bill.  

 

However, there remain a number of constitutional concerns, both substantive and 

procedural, which remain unresolved. Constitutional challenges, which were threatened by a 

range of interested parties, would have meant continuing uncertainty for the industry as 

these wound their way through the courts.  In the absence of resolving those concerns, 

withdrawal of the Bill seems to be a more appropriate option.  

 

The Minerals Council is hopeful that, should Minister Mantashe choose at some stage to 

introduce a new Amendment Bill, it will take proper account of the areas of consensus 

reached during the exhaustive discussions previously held. 

 

For further information please contact: 

 

Charmane Russell  

Tel: +27 (0)11 880 3924 or Mobile: +27 (0)82 372 5816 

Email: charmane@rasc.co.za   

Web: www.mincosa.org.za 

http://www.mincosa.org.za/
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Memory Johnstone 

Tel: +27 (0)11 880 3924 or Mobile: +27 (0)82 719 3081 

Email: memory@rasc.co.za   

Web: www.mincosa.org.za 

 

Alan Fine 

Tel: +27 (0)11 880 3924 or Mobile: +27 (0)83 250 0757 

Email: alan@rasc.co.za   

Web: www.mincosa.org.za 
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