MEDIA STATEMENT

For immediate release
CHAMBER OF MINES NOTES THE APPOINTMENT OF NEW DG

Johannesburg, 2 March 2017: The Chamber of Mines notes the appointment of the new DG of
Mineral Resources Advocate Mokoena. Whilst we acknowledge that the appointment of the Director

General is the prerogative of the Minister, we believe that the following are important:

e Consultation with key stakeholders such as the Chamber of Mines and other relevant
stakeholders is important before the announcement is made and as the Chamber we have

been caught by surprise by the announcement.

¢ Whilst the newly appointed Director General is a lawyer by training, there are concerns about
the depth of his mining industry knowledge and experience, more so given that the industry
has a twin challenge of attracting investments and growing the industry; and is also dealing
with challenges of transformation and inclusive growth. For the industry leadership capabilities
are very important to deal with such imperatives which are immediate for the industry and the

country.

Given the significant challenges facing the South African mining sector, including viability issues,
policy uncertainty, a DMR draft Charter that has many unworkable targets, static investment, falling
employment and a South African mining industry that is now ranked 74t out of 104 mining jurisdictions
in the Fraser Institute ranking for investment attractiveness, all of which will pose significant

challenges for the new Director General.
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For further information please contact:

Tebello Chabana

Chamber of Mines

Senior Executive: Public Affairs and Transformation
Tel: +27 (0)11 498 7100

Mobile: +27 (0)82 920 9229

Email: tchabana@chamberofmines.org.za

Web:

Charmane Russell

Russell and Associates

Tel: +27 (0)11 880 3924
Mobile: +27 (0)82 372 5816
Email: charmane@rair.co.za
Web:
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