
 

 

Minerals Council South Africa deploys a senior team to support Ekapa Mining 
 
Johannesburg, 18 February 2026. The Minerals Council South Africa is sending a senior 
management team to Kimberley to offer support and assistance to its member, Ekapa Mining, 
after the mud-rush incident at its Ekapa diamond mine. 
 
Sietse van der Woude, Senior Executive: Modernisation and Safety, and Dushendra Naidoo, 
Head: Safety and Sustainable Development, will be on site to engage directly with Ekapa 
Mining management, Mine Rescue Services, the Department of Mineral and Petroleum 
Resources (DMPR) and organised labour during this difficult time. 
 
“Our immediate focus is to offer support to Ekapa’s management, the affected operation, its 
employees, and their families.  Finding the five people who are reported missing in the mud 
rush is the priority,” says Mzila Mthenjane, CEO of the Minerals Council. 
 
The Minerals Council’s team will engage with all stakeholders to understand what caused the 
mud rush and to ensure that the learnings from this incident are shared with all our members 
to prevent a repetition of this incident. 
 
The Minerals Council emphasises that the management of the incident, including emergency 
response and investigations, remains the responsibility of the mine and the relevant 
authorities.  The Minerals Council will not speculate on the causes while these processes are 
underway and refers all requests for comment on the incident to Ekapa and the DMPR. 
 
The Minerals Council reiterates its commitment to achieving the industry’s goal of Zero Harm 
and to continuously drive improvements in safety and health. 
 
For further queries: 
Allan Seccombe  
Head Communications 
Tel: 064 650 4636 
Email: aseccombe@mineralscouncil.org.za 
Web: www.mineralscouncil.org.za  
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