
 

  

THE CHAMBER CELEBRATES THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF ITS FUEL CELL 

 

Johannesburg, 31 March 2016.  Today marks a year since the Chamber of Mines launched the first 100kw 

commercial building base load platinum fuel cell using low pressure natural gas in the country – and Africa.  

 

The fuel cell industry has the potential to revolutionise the way power is delivered – from cars to mobile phones 

and computers, as well as to homes and workplaces. 

 

The Chamber of Mines will continue to demonstrate the potential for local manufacture and the industrial use of 

platinum in South Africa and Africa; promote platinum beneficiation, capture and sustain technical and 

operational fuel cell knowledge and unlock South Africa’s natural resources through the use of natural gas and 

platinum.   

 

Fuel cell technology is aligned with the Chamber of Mines’ commitment to an agreement reached at COP21, 

aimed at creating a more environmentally sustainable future through the Sustainable Development Goals.  The 

Chamber of Mines’ office in the Johannesburg CBD continues to be powered by a platinum fuel cell that uses 

low-pressure natural gas. 

 

Today, Impala Platinum Holdings Limited (Implats), in partnership with the Department of Science and 

Technology, the University of the Western Cape and Hydrogen South Africa Systems, unveiled its prototype 

hydrogen fuel cell forklift and refuelling station at its Impala Platinum Refineries in Springs, east of 

Johannesburg. Over the last three years, Implats has contributed R6 million towards the development of the 

prototype forklift and refuelling station and plans to use hydrogen fuel cell technology as its main source of 

energy for material handling and underground mining equipment.  

 

In the interests of pursuing a cleaner environment, the Chamber of Mines is supportive of Implats’ fuel cell 

initiative and particularly pleased and proud to be celebrating the first year of continuous and successful use of 

its own fuel cell. 
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For further information please contact: 

 

Jane Kamau Appiah-Yeboah 

Tel: +27 (0)11 880 3924 or Mobile: +27 (0)84 800 8048 

Email: jane@rair.co.za  

Web: www.chamberofmines.org.za 

 

Jeannette Hofsajer-Van Wyk  

Mobile:  +27(0)82 765 5396 

Email jhofsajer@chamberofmines.org.za 

Web: www.chamberofmines.org.za 
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